The Middle East and Oil Politics
HISTORY
League of Nations’ territorial mandates in Middle East 
Creation of Israel in 1948, David Ben-Gurion 
Suez Crisis, Gamal Abal Nasser 
Palestine Liberation Organization, Yasser Arafat 
Arab-Israeli Wars 

Six-Day War, Israel occupies West Bank, Gaza Strip, Golan Heights 

Yom Kippur War, OPEC oil embargo 
Camp David Peace Treaty 
Islamic fundamentalism, Iranian hostage crisis, Iran-Iraq War 
Persian Gulf War 
September 11, 2001 attacks 
Iraq war 

GEOGRAPHY OF THE MIDDLE EAST
Overview 

Heartland of great early civilizations, Nile River, Mesopotamia, “Fertile Crescent” 

Generally hot, arid conditions with thin, poor soils 

Generally speak Arabic, except in Turkey (Turkish), Israel
 

(Hebrew), Iran (Persian) 

Predominant religion is Islam 

Sunni and Shiite sects 

Principal holy places: Makkah (also spelled Mecca) and
 

Medina in Saudi Arabia 
Oil: world’s most valuable commodity 

Greatest known oil reserves concentrated around the Persian Gulf 

Strait of Hormuz, shipping routes and national imports 

Extraction of Arab oil required Western technology, 
 
          introduced competing cultural influences to Islam  
Egypt 

Most populous Arab country

Nile River and delta, surrounded by inhospitable deserts 

Aswan Dam, Lake Nasser 

Cairo (largest city in Africa), Alexandria 

Suez Canal, Sinai Peninsula, Red Sea 

Israel 

Formed by the UN  1948 as homeland for Jewish people 

Jerusalem: Holy city for Judaism (Wailing Wall, Temple
 

Mount), Christianity (Church of the Holy
 

Sepulcher), and Islam (Dome of the Rock) 

Tel Aviv, West Bank, Gaza Strip, Golan Heights 

Jordan River, Sea of Galilee, Dead Sea (lowest point on
 

earth), Gulf of Aqaba 

Middle East states and cities 

Lebanon: Beirut 

Jordan: Amman

Syria: Damascus 

Iraq: Baghdad 

Kurdish minority population (also in Turkey and Iran) 

Iran: Tehran 

Kuwait 

Saudi Arabia: Riyadh, Makkah

Turkey 

Istanbul (formerly Constantinople)

Bosporus, Dardanelles 

Ataturk Dam controls upper Euphrates River 
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